"The Holy Grail" from Idylls of the King
by Alfred Lord Tennyson
Stanza 1


Which knight had recently passed away? __________________

Stanza 2


Before he died, he was question by a ____________ that cared a lot about him.

Stanza 3


What question is asked of the knight?

Stanza 4


What had absorbed the knight's life?

Stanza 5


Another knight had tried to tell the story. Why had it been hard to understand?

Stanza 6


What is the Holy Grail?


Who brought the Grail to Glastonbury?


What powers did the Grail have?


Why is the Grail no longer around?

Stanza 7


What did Joseph of Arimathea build in Glastonbury?

Stanza 8


Who had seen the vision of the Grail?

Stanza 9


What caused the nun grief?

Stanza 10


Why did the priest tell the nun about the Grail?

Some believed the Grail would return after the Round Table was 
created.  Why didn't it?

Stanza 11


Who did the nun call for to retrieve the Grail that she saw in the vision?


The nun believes the knights can retrieve the Grail if they will ____________ and _____________.

Stanza 12


How long did  the knights fast and pray?

Stanza 13


Who is the youngest and purest of the knights?

Stanza 14


Who is Lancelot's son?


What is the other possibility of the knight's parentage?

Stanza 15


What did the nun use to weave a belt?


What picture did she weave into the belt?


Who did she give the belt to?


What did she say would become of the knight if he found the Grail?

Stanza 16


What is the "Siege Perilous"?


Who could sit in the "Siege Perilous"?


Which knight sat in it and lived?

Stanza 17


What vision appeared to the knights?


Who was carrying the Grail in the vision?

Stanza 18


Percivale swore a vow to ride ________year and _________ day in 
search of the Grail.

Stanza 19


Who was not at the Round Table the day the vision appeared?


When he returned, what did he think had happened to the castle?

Stanza 20


Who built Arthur's castle? 

Stanza 21


What are pictured in the twelve stain glass windows?

Stanza 22


Who walks into the castle?

Stanza 23


How does the king feel about the oath the knights have sworn?

Stanza 24


Percivale will follow the Grail until he ________________.

Stanza 25


Which knight saw the Grail in the vision?

Stanza 26


Even though he doesn’t agree with the knights, Arthur understands the power of a ____________.
Stanza 27


What does the king want to have one more time before the knights go on the quest?

Stanza 28


Why do you think the kingdom mourned when the knights left?


Why does the Queen think this grief has come upon them?

Stanza 29


Why didn't Percivale share the gloom?

Stanza 30


What does Percivale fear the quest might require 


that he might not have?

Stanza 31-34


These verses are full of mirages that Percivale is seeing.  Each mirage symbolizes something in his life.  What do you think they symbolize?


31-


32-


33-


34-

Stanza 35


Who does Percivale meet?

Stanza 36


What does Percivale lack (first line)?


Percivale hasn't seen the vision because he hasn't "lost 
_______________ to save _____________" like Galahad had done.

Stanza 37


Percivale began to" believe as he (Galahad) _______________".
Stanza 38


What time of year was it? 

The Rest of the Story Goes Like This:
1. Galahad crossed a bridge that burst into flames after he crossed.  Percivale and the others could not follow.  What do you think this represents? 

___________________________________________________________

2. Percivale has a vision of Galahad in shining armor clothed in white.  He sees the grail above his head.  What do you think Galahad has accomplished?

____________________________________________________________

3. For many days, Percivale traveled in search of his own vision.  Eventually, he came upon a castle in the middle of a city.  Their was a beautiful Princess inside who had known Percivale for many years.  She loved him deeply and wanted to marry him and give him her kingdom.  Percivale was very tempted by the offer because he loved the Princess very  much, but he would not take her up on her offer because his one year and one day had not yet passed, and he was determined that he would find his own vision.  What does this tell you about the power of the grail and the power of a vow?

____________________________________________________________

4. Next, Percivale comes upon Sir Bors.  He asks Bors if he has seen Lancelot, for Percivale, like everyone else feels that Lancelot is the most likely to be successful in a quest.  Bors reports that he had seen Lancelot who had been in a great hurry.  He had seemed crazy and it isn't the first time.  Percivale believes that Lancelot has seen the grail; however, when he saw it he was overcome by grief and remorse (maybe even love) and he could not bring himself to drink from the healing cup.  Why would Lancelot be grieved and remorseful?  What might the love be? _____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

5. Percivale tells the monk that he is reminded of King Arthur's prediction that the quest for the grail will end in death for many of his faithful knights.  Why is this prediction weighing heavily on Percivale's heart? ___________
_____________________________________________________________

6. Percivale returns to Camelot for a holiday festival, a time when the knights are commanded to return from their quests, share their stories with each other, and report to the king.  Arthur asks Percivale if he has seen the grail vision yet.  Then he asks the same question of Gawain, Bors, and Lancelot.


Percivale's answer is short and sad.


Gawain answers that he has figured out the quest is not for him.


Bors says that he doesn't want to talk about it.


Lancelot explains that he knows exactly why he can't see the grail.

Why do you think that Percivale's answer is so different from the others?  What is he feeling that seems to have left the rest of them? ____________

___________________________________________________________

7.  Lancelot launches in to a long story about how his sin and unworthiness is making the quest for the grail unattainable for him.  He realizes that the quest is driving him mad, and he knows that he must give it up. Lancelot tells about coming across a castle where a mysterious voice comes from a tall tower.  He follows the voice past scary lions, up huge flights of stairs, and then is consumed by heat and light.   He thought he saw the grail, but it was covered.  That is when he knew that he would not be able to complete the quest.  What is the sin that is keeping Lancelot from the quest?

____________________________________________________________

8.  After Lancelot finishes his story, he leaves the room.  The King comes to his defense and says that it is alright that Lancelot is not pure enough for the quest.  He says that everyone sins, and whatever Lancelot has done is no worse.  He is sure that it is not significant enough to cause Lancelot so much grief.  What is the irony in the King's assumption?  ____________________

_____________________________________________________________

9.  At the end of Lancelot's story, Gawain accuses  Percivale of ruining all of their lives with this stupid quest, and says that he will never follow the advice of another nun.  The King says that Gawain's problems are his own fault for making blind vows because of curious visions.  King Arthur reminds them that he feared the quest was foolish and would cost them all a great deal.  He is sorry that he is right.   Not only did he lose several men, but others were "following wandering fires and lost n a quagmire."  What do you think the King means that? ___________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

10.  Galahad is not at the festival.  He has disappeared.  What do you think has happened to him? _________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

11.  While everyone else is ready to give up the quest, Percivale will not do so.  He returns  to the abbey to pray and seek guidance. He is still praying for a clear vision of the grail.  His hopeless devotion to the quest has consumed his life.  Now go back to the very first stanza of the poem and remember what price Percivale paid for his devotion to the quest.  What happened to him? _____________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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